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Abstract

This study explores the intersectional frameworks of Black Feminism and Dalit Feminism,
examining their shared struggles against systemic oppression and their unique socio-political contexts.
Black Feminism, rooted in the experiences of African American women, addresses the interconnected
nature of race, gender, and class oppression. Dalit Feminism, emerging from the experiences of Dalit
women in India, focuses on caste, gender, and economic exploitation. Using Tamil Nadu as a case
study, this research investigates how Dalit Feminism resonates with and diverges from Black
Feminism, particularly in terms of historical trajectories, representation, activism, and policy impact.

Through a comparative analysis, the study highlights how both movements have articulated
the voices of marginalized women through literature, grassroots advocacy, and cultural expression. It
also explores the challenges these movements face in building solidarity within their communities and
across intersectional lines. Tamil Nadu’s Dalit women’s movements, shaped by caste-based violence
and patriarchal norms, are juxtaposed with the racialized gender struggles of Black women in the
United States, offering insights into global systems of inequality.

The research emphasizes the potential for transnational feminist solidarity by drawing parallels
between these two frameworks, focusing on shared strategies and lessons. By situating Dalit Feminism
within a global context, this study contributes to the development of inclusive feminist discourses and
frameworks that address intersectional injustices worldwide.
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Introduction

The experiences of marginalized communities across the globe share striking parallels,
particularly in how systemic oppression manifests at the intersections of identity. Black Feminism and
Dalit Feminism are two powerful frameworks that have emerged from distinct socio-political contexts
to challenge entrenched hierarchies and give voice to those relegated to the margins. Black Feminism,
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rooted in the experiences of African American women, addresses the overlapping oppressions of race,
gender, and class, while Dalit Feminism, born out of the caste-based discrimination faced by Dalit
women in India, critiques the intersection of caste, patriarchy, and economic exploitation.

This study focuses on the convergence of these two feminist ideologies, exploring how their
principles resonate with each other and what insights can be drawn from a comparative analysis. Tamil
Nadu, a state with a rich history of social reform and Dalit movements, serves as a compelling case
study to examine the lived realities of Dalit women, their contributions to feminist discourse, and their
struggles for equity and justice. Similarly, Black Feminism’s legacy of resistance and advocacy in the
United States provides a lens to understand the global dimensions of intersectional oppression and the
strategies to dismantle it.

By analyzing historical trajectories, representation in literature and media, activism, and policy
interventions, this research seeks to identify both the commonalities and differences between these
two frameworks. It also investigates how caste and race intersect with gender to shape unique lived
experiences, as well as the role of grassroots movements in influencing societal norms and legislative
frameworks.

The purpose of this study is twofold: to contribute to the academic discourse on
intersectionality by situating Dalit Feminism within a global feminist framework, and to explore the
potential for transnational solidarity between marginalized groups. By bridging these two feminist
traditions, this research aims to foster a deeper understanding of intersectional injustices and propose
inclusive frameworks for global feminist advocacy.

Similarities & Differences of Black Feminism & Dalit Feminism

Black Feminism focuses on the intersection of race, gender, and class, which mirrors the
struggles of Dalit women facing caste, gender, and economic oppression. Both frameworks challenge
systemic discrimination and advocate for empowerment by highlighting marginalized voices,
emphasizing that their oppression cannot be reduced to a single axis.

Similarities include the grassroots origins of both movements, their focus on collective
resistance, and the prominent role of cultural expression (literature, music) in articulating identity and
resistance. Differences may lie in the specific systems of oppression—slavery and racial segregation
for Black women, and caste-based untouchability and exclusion for Dalit women. Additionally, the
socio-political contexts and legislative measures that influenced their struggles differ significantly.

Both Dalit and Black women face compounded discrimination. In Tamil Nadu, Dalit women
navigate caste-based marginalization, gender violence, and economic deprivation, similar to how
Black women experience racism, sexism, and classism. These intersections create unique
vulnerabilities and forms of resistance that define their lived realities.

Dalit Feminism, like Black Feminism, critiques mainstream feminism for ignoring caste and
race. It emphasizes the need for a contextual understanding of oppression, ensuring that feminist
frameworks address the nuanced realities of Dalit women, including caste violence, sexual
exploitation, and economic disenfranchisement.

Dalit women in Tamil Nadu have expressed their struggles through Tamil literature,
autobiographies, and poetry, creating a counter-narrative to dominant caste ideologies. This parallels
Black women’s activism in the U.S., where literature, spoken word, and political movements have
been used to challenge racial and gender oppression.

Tamil literature and cinema often marginalize or stereotype Dalit women, but counter-
literature by Dalit authors reclaims agency. Similarly, Black women’s representation in Western media
has been limited by stereotypes, but movements like #BlackGirlMagic and platforms like Black-
owned media have challenged these narratives.

Strategies include grassroots mobilization, policy advocacy, and the use of art as resistance.
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While both movements focus on empowering communities, Dalit Feminism often intertwines with
anti-caste movements, whereas Black Feminism frequently engages with racial justice organizations.

Dalit women have played key roles in advocating for laws against caste-based violence, such
as the Prevention of Atrocities Act, and in raising awareness through grassroots campaigns. Similarly,
Black women’s activism has influenced policies like civil rights legislation, though the specific socio-
political challenges differ.

Shared experiences of marginalization provide a foundation for solidarity, enabling Dalit and
Black feminists to learn from each other’s strategies in addressing systemic oppression. Global forums
can amplify these voices and create a unified agenda against intersectional injustice.

Dalit Feminism can draw inspiration from the institutionalized advocacy networks and cultural
empowerment initiatives of Black Feminism, while also learning from its challenges in sustaining
solidarity across diverse groups.

Dalit women face intra-caste divisions, exclusion from mainstream feminism, and the dual
burden of caste and gender discrimination. Similarly, Black women struggle to address both race and
gender issues within movements often dominated by men or white feminists.

In both movements, internal divisions such as those based on class, political ideology, or
community-specific concerns can fragment solidarity but also lead to richer, more inclusive
approaches.

Tamil Nadu policies like the Prohibition of Harassment of Women Act and the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act target caste and gender violence. In comparison, U.S.
policies like Title IX and the Civil Rights Act address race and gender, though both systems face
implementation challenges.

Such studies highlight the importance of intersectionality, urging inclusive feminist
frameworks that address both global and local forms of oppression, while also fostering transnational
solidarity.A combined analysis offers strategies to tackle intersectional oppression by leveraging
shared experiences, fostering cross-cultural understanding, and advocating for systemic changes on a
global scale.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of Black Feminism and Dalit Feminism reveals significant parallels
in their fight against intersecting systems of oppression and their emphasis on centering the voices of
marginalized women. While Black Feminism challenges the interlocking structures of race, gender,
and class in the context of systemic racism, Dalit Feminism confronts the deeply entrenched
hierarchies of caste, patriarchy, and economic inequality. Both frameworks critique mainstream
feminist movements for overlooking the unique struggles of women on the margins and highlight the
importance of intersectionality in understanding and addressing oppression.

In Tamil Nadu, Dalit Feminism has carved out a distinct identity by addressing caste-based
violence, patriarchal norms, and socio-economic marginalization. Through grassroots activism,
political engagement, and cultural expression, Dalit women have created platforms to voice their
experiences and challenge the status quo. Similarly, Black Feminism in the United States has achieved
significant strides in advancing racial and gender equity through literature, activism, and policy
reforms.

Despite differences in historical and cultural contexts, the shared themes of resistance,
empowerment, and solidarity underscore the potential for transnational feminist alliances. The lessons
drawn from Black Feminism’s successes and challenges can inform the strategies of Dalit Feminist
movements, particularly in building solidarity across diverse identities and advocating for systemic
change.
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This study concludes that by engaging in dialogue and learning from each other’s struggles,
Black Feminism and Dalit Feminism can strengthen global feminist discourses. The exchange of ideas
and strategies not only amplifies the voices of marginalized communities but also contributes to the
creation of inclusive frameworks that address intersectional injustices. Moving forward, fostering such
transnational connections is essential for dismantling oppressive systems and advancing gender, racial,
and caste equity on a global scale.
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